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the great Italian masters, altars and floors of coStly
mosaics, columns of richly coloured marble with
capitals chiselled with lace-like delicacy, libraries of
rare old manuscripts, and well-kept gardens sur-
rounded by cool cloisters in which the priests could
take their ease.

In Florence Swedenborg saw the ceremony in
which seven nuns were consecrated.

"They were in white from head to toe/ he wrote.
"The archbishop performed the ceremony and
changed his head-covering five times. He ad-
dressed questions to them and they answered in
musical cadence. He lay down on the floor under
a black cover for a long time. Then they received
rings and crowns and other things, partook of the
sacrament, and went out in procession with the
crowns on their heads. Many ladies were present
in bridal array, and fine music was played.'

For almost six months Swedenborg remained in
Rome. Here he continued his Studies and found
time to visit the places of interest and to make the
fullest observations of the State of the Church.
There have been bishops in Rome from the time of
Peter. In later times the bishop here came to be
regarded as the head of the Church. The Vatican,
where the pope lives, is an immense building with
a great library containing some of the most priceless
books in the world. Swedenborg visited the Vatican,